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Dcar Mr. Mennill and Mr. Gillespie :

I received a copy ofyorr Jrure 20, 2007 letter to Premier Mccuinty regarding BSRA'S Water
Qualily Report. I am pleased to respond lo you oD behalfofouf govcrnment.

The May 2007 Report highlights BSRA's oonlinued cfforts in refiniug the repoft from October
2006, which we were able 10 discuss during orLr meetiig lasl December, Some ofure
obseNalions and recommeldalions provided in this repod remain similar to thosc prcvioNly
idcnlified. My March 22, 2007 lettcr respo[ds 10 ll'lose coDcerns and remains rclcvant to your
letter of June 20, 2007.

I wanl to asstllc you rat our gove menl is committed 10 oDsruillg all of Ontado's aquifers,
steams and lakos are protecled, including thc Creat Lakes. I congratulate you on the work that
the BSI{A has undertaken to address walcr qualily issues and ongoing testing and repolting of
water quality results for [1e beachcs aDd ravines oflake Huror in the Municipality of
Bluewaler. I undersland thal stafffrom my miDisty, the Minisuy ofAg culturc, Food and Rr"rral
Affairs, Dnvirotunent Canada and tlre Ausable-Bayfield Conservation Authority, who are
involved with the Southeast Shofe Worldng Croup. met with reproscntatives from your
Association to share information about ongoing research efforts in the arca, and that funhcr
rneetings are plamed to discuss these ongoilg efforts.

With rcspect to inter-jurisdictional accountability and the Great Lakes, many of Onta o's effor1s
10 prctect and restore the Great Lakes are coordinated with the Govemment ofCanada thrcugh
the Carada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem (COA). Eflctive
June 25,2007, Onta o and Carada cntered inlo an enhanced COA to March2010 (oopy
enclosed). The 2007 COA establishes specific goals and results assigned to either thc fcderal
government or provincial goveument, or in some cases, jointly. 'fhis clear delineation of
lesponsibilities will assist in providirg accountability to the public. Ofparticular rclevarce to
your concelns are plovisions in the 2007 CO,A \Mith rospect to Lake and Basin Sustainability
(,\mex 3, Result 2.2) which provides for actions to reduce non-point source pollutants in priority
watersheds within the Lake Huron, Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie drainage basins.

@ cizo,crosor

. . . 2



Mr.  Pau l  Mcnn i lL
Mr. Johr Gil lespie
Page 2.

Thc 200r COA builds on success undcr (he 2002 Agrecment in cleaning up loxic hot qpots in the
Great Lakes (Areas ofConcern), reducing harmful pollutants, improving water qualityj
conserving fish and wildlife species and habitats, lessening the theat ofaquatic invasive species
and improving land management practices within the Great Lakes Basin. The Ontario Budget
committed $32.4 million in enhanced funding for thc term ofthe 2007 COA in addition to
regular programs.

Going lbrward, the governments of Canada and Onla o aie iuitiating a broader dialogue to
develop a common direclion and actions 10 achieve Great Lakes sustainability beyond 2010.
This will bcgin with the launch ofa forum in rhe fall of2007 which will engage the Great Lakes
community, including municipalities, Aboriginal comrnunities, non-govemmental organizations,
other Great Lakes expcrts and the interested public, such as yow Association.

Onta o recognizes the importance ofcollaboration and clarity ofresponsibility among
govcrmcnts that share the mandate for Great Lakcs protection. As you may know, Ontario is
actively cngagcd in tho Great Lakos Water Quality Agrcement review, recognizing the
imporlance ofa renewcd bi-national commitrnent 10 the Grcat Lakos.

Wilh respecl 10 1he need for strong provincial legislalioD 10 protect the environment, I am pleased
that thc Premicr has o\rtlined,lhe Scfeguarding and Sustaining Ontafio's I'yatet Act ̂ od the
Clean Water ,4ct, 2006 (CW/'). As part ofthe CWA, local conmunities will develop source
protection plans using a science*based approach 10 prolecling water supplies. I urge you 10 be
involvcd in thc devclopment ofthe local plan for youl conrmunily,

Thank you, again, for wfiting and I tmst this information is helpn .

Yours tr.lly,

Laurel C. Broten
Vinister of rhe Environment

Enclosurc: Canada-Oiltario ,Agreement Respecting the Crreat Lakes Basin Ecosystem
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