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Quote:106850

Mr. Paul Mennill, Prcsident
Mr. Johrt Gillespie, Past-Prcsident
Bluewat€r Shoreline Residents' Association
GMB 411, RR 1
Zurich, On'tario NOM 2T0

Dear Messrs. Merurill and Gillespie:

I am.wdting in response to youl letter to the Right Honowable Stephen Haryer regardtng waterquality, agdculture, and the environment in the areas ofontario adjacant to i,ake Huron. As you
know, the Frirne Minister's OfIice forwarded a copy ofyou lett€r for my consideration. I
apprcciate receiving the Bluewat€r Shorcline Residents i Association,s r;pot you enclosed
regarding water quality, and I am pleased to be made aware ofthe Boardis views on this matter.

The Govemment of Canada understands the impo ance of the environmenl to Canadians. you
will be pleased to note that we are working with ow provincial partners to enswe that issues like
the ones you identified are raflected in our policies and programs. For a number of yea6,
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) has been working with the provinces to administer
voluntary agfi-environmental pro$amming that provides financial support to farmers for
stewardship activities.

Under the Agdcultual policy Fmmework (ApF), AAFC has committed to fimding a range of
beneficial mana€ement practices under the National Farm Stewardship program. Appropriate to
the needs and circumstances ofindividual farms or regions, beneficial manigement practices
address issues such as lutrient management (malure and ferlilizer), pest maiagement
(pesticides), land and water management, nuisance management (oiours and eirissions), arrd
biodiversity managemeqt (a,Ericulture and v/ildlife). Anoiher ApF prograrn, Greencover Canad4
offers.supportto pioducels to improve and protect water quality, r;du;e greenhouse gas
emissions, and enhance biodiversity through new land conversion pmcti;s, tree planting, and
managing agricultual land near water.

Please be assured that AAFC will continue to work closely with provincial govemrnents and
other fedeml depaxhnelts on agd-environmental policy aud program develolment. Discussions
with provincial offrcials are well underway as we develop thi nixt generation of agricultual
policy. Dudng this process, we €xpect to build on past successes wiile incorporatmg promising
new ideas.

Canad'd

.../2



Messrs. Memill and Gillespie

I trust that this information is of assistance. Thank you for writing on this impofiant matter.
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